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BOOKS

Adriana Matejková (ed.)  
Praise to the collector. Jewels  
of the Slovak Mining Museum  
in Banská Štiavnica
Banská Štiavnica, Slovak Mining  
Museum, 2021, 205 pages 
ISBN 978-80-85579-60-4

The representative Slovak-English 
book documents the extraordinary 
importance of the museum with  
an international scope that has  
recently celebrated 120 years of its 
existence. An overview of the  
genesis, structure and the most  
important artefacts from the  
collection highlights the diversi-
ty and the volume of over a hun-
dred thousand pieces. It also con-
firms the institution‘s merits in 
documenting and preserving the 
city‘s significant cultural heritage. 
The author of the excellent graph-
ic design of the book is Jiří Goral-
ski. The publication is split into ten 
chapters on the individual collec-
tions, prepared by the museum’s 
long-standing curators.  

The invaluable importance of the 
museum (not only) for our culture 
and history is also documented  
in the selected bibliography of 
sources, used, and recommended 
literature. The quality of the  
photographs and reproductions,  
including the shots from the 19th 
and early 20th centuries, hold a sig-
nificant share of the merit of the 
publication. Among others, you  
can also find the exquisite Slovak  
artistic photographs by Sergei  
Protopopov.

Juraj Kucharík (ed.) 
Romans and Slovakia Exhibition 
Catalogue
Bratislava, Slovak National Museum –  
Museum of History, 2021, 330 pages 
ISBN 978-80-8060-513-1

The Slovak-English book cata-
logue of the most comprehen-
sive exhibition presentation of the 
Roman monuments in Slovakia 
was assembled by a team of au-
thors, led by the curator of the ex-
hibition, who was also the editor 
of the publication. The text con-
tains eleven studies that charac-

terise the most valuable sites and 
types of findings proving Roman 
traces in Slovakia, as well as an 
overview of the actual archaeo-
logical, historical and numis matic 
research. The second part of the 
publication consists of a cata-
logue of the exhibited artefacts, 
divided into five chapters: Slova-
kia in the Neighbourhood of the 
Roman Empire; Life in Pannonia; 
Devín in Roman Times; Germanic 
Neighbours; Epilogue at the Bor-
der. The book (with graphic design 
by Matúš Lányi) is supplemented 
by an overview of the institutions 
that have lent  artefacts for the  
exhibition, a list  of the authors  
of the photographs, sources and  
literature, information about  
the authors, and the detailed  
exhibition edition of Romans  
and Slovakia.

Klára Prešnajderová, Simona 
Bérešová, Sonia de Puineuf (eds.) 
ŠUR. School of Arts and Crafts in  
Bratislava 1928 – 1939
Bratislava, Slovak Design Centrum,  
Slovart, 2021, 432 pages 
ISBN 978-80-89992-10-2

The publication, compiled by a 
thirteen-member collective of au-
thors, continues the work of the 
eminent theoretician of art Iva 
Moj žišová (1939 – 2014), whose 
personal archive is in the long-
term care of the book‘s publisher. 
This extensive work on the legend-
ary school developing the ide-
as spread in our country in the in-
ter-war years, especially from the 
environment of the famous Bau-
haus. It draws on the knowledge 
accumulated over several years 
of research based on a large num-
ber of domestic and foreign ar-
chives and memory institutions, 
information and documents from 

heirs and private collectors. The 
book, with excellent graphic de-
sign by Mária Rojko and a repre-
sentative presentation, is divided 
into four chapters (ŠUR and its De-
partments; Contexts and Impacts 
of ŠUR; ŠUR Over the Time; Pro-
files) and several sub- chapters. 
The book concerns ten depart-
ments of the school and introduc-
es ŠUR in the broader period and 
international context. The texts 
are accompanied by numerous il-
lustrations that demonstrate the 
extraordinary level and progres-
siveness of the school. The final 
chapter is dedicated to the pro-
files of the teachers and students. 
There are many highly regarded 
personalities of our culture among 
them, such as J. Vydra, A. Hořejš, 
Ľ. Fulla, M. Galanda, Z. Rossman,  
J. Funke, K. Plicka, and more.  
Of course, there are also profiles 
of the authors of the texts and  
a selection of the literature used,  
a list of references and an index  
of names.

Alexandra Kusá, Alexandra  
Homoľová, Pavlína S. Morháčová, 
Ivan Korčok (eds.) 
Slovakia in the Artworks of the  
Slovak National Gallery
Bratislava, the Slovak National Gallery 
in collaboration with the Ministry  
of Foreign and European Affairs of  
the Slovak Republic, 2021, 416 pages 
ISBN 978-80-8059-242-4

A representative Slovak-English 
publication, with texts and illus-
trations, presents the artworks  
of one hundred and forty-five  
Slovak authors from the collec-
tions of the Slovak National Gal-
lery in an unconventional way as 
they narrate the story of Slovakia. 
The illustrations are catalogued in 
the book within sections entitled 
with journalistic mottoes, such  
as The Meadow is Our Sea, The 
Silence in the Highlands, The To-
tems of Slovakia, Ballad, Oh, Hear 
Our Prayers!, and Thunder Loudly 
Sounding… The essays reflect the 
perception of the landscape, the 
customs of the people, and the  
understanding of their identity 
from the point of view of the  
general historiography rather than  
art history. They characterise the 
development of Slovakia in the  
crucial period of the national and 

state emancipation of Slovaks, 
and correspond with the content 
of the individual chapters with the 
artworks included in them. The 
publication consists of a complete 
index with the basic catalogue  
information and the list of authors  
of the used artworks. The title  
represents an original selection 
from the collection of the Slovak  
National Gallery and provides  
an opportunity for a classy rep-
resentation of Slovak culture 
and visual arts. 

Eva Králiková,  
Elena Machajdíková,  
Gabriela Podušelová (eds.) 
Slovak National Museum
Bratislava, Slovak National Museum, 
2021, 323 pages  
ISBN 978-80-8060-502-5

The abridged and modified  
English edition (translated by 
Elena McCulloughová) of the 
eponymous Slovak publication 
from 2013 about the more than 
125-year-long, rather complicated 
history and extensive collections 
of the Slovak National Museum 
(SNM) is aimed especially at 
foreign visitors. The reader is 
provided with brief studies of the 
development of the institution 
since its inception at the end 
of the 19th century. The book 
introduces the reader to the 
complex structure of its eighteen 
organizational units, which 
include specialised museums  
in castles and manor houses,  
as well as museums of ethnic 
minorities. A substantial part of 
the representatively conceived 
and well-designed book (Matúš 
Lányi) consists of a picture-text 
catalogue of approximately one 
hundred selected objects from 
more than four million social 
and natural science collections 
of the largest Slovak museum. 
In addition to colour photographs  
of the objects, the publication 
also includes historical and 
contemporary images of some  
of the other SNM workplaces 
where the exhibitions are  
located. A list of references  
and of the authors of catalogue 
entries is provided at the  
end of the book.


